 Introduction to a Study of The Old Testament
Part 1—General Information on the OT & Motivation for This Study

I. Facts About The Old Testament
A. 39 books divided into 929 chapters

B. Common divisions of these 39 books:

1. Law, Books of Moses, or Pentateuch—Genesis to Deuteronomy—5 books

2. History—Joshua to Esther—12 books

3. Literature or poetry—Job to Song of Solomon—5 books

4. Prophets—Isaiah to Malachi—17 books

C. Writers were guided by the Holy Spirit—2 Peter 1:20-21; Acts 1:16; II Sam. 23:2
II. Why It Is Called The "Old Testament"
A. Many covenants were made between God and men in the OT

1. Covenants were made with such men as Abraham, Noah, and David

2. Special emphasis on the covenant made at Mt. Sinai with Israel—Deut. 5:1-3

B. Jesus' testament/covenant is called a "new" one:

1. Predicted in Jeremiah 31:31-34

2. Called "new" in Matt. 26:28; 1 Cor. 11:25; Heb.9:15

C. The N.T. describes the Old Testament as:

1. "First covenant"—Heb. 8:6-7; 9:1

2. "First testament"—Heb. 9:15,18

3. "Old"—Heb. 8:13

4. "The first"—Heb. 10:9

III. Why Study The Old Testament?

A. OT gives us the first accurate account of the beginning of the world, mankind, etc.

1. The N.T. teaches the same thing, but Genesis 1-2 record the original teaching

2. In Genesis, the Bible gives the only reasonable explanation of “the beginning.”

B. We learn of the development of God's plan of redemption through the nation of Israel:

1. Gen. 3:15—first promise of a Messiah. He would be of the human race

2. Gen. 12:1-3—promise to Abraham

3. Gen. 26:3-5—promise to Isaac

4. Gen. 28:13-15—promise to Jacob

5. Gen. 49:10–Shiloh of the tribe of Judah

6. Exo. 19:5-6—the nation of Israel at Mt. Sinai

C. The OT points to the Christ and His kingdom

1. John 5:39,45-46

2. Jesus fulfilled all prophecies concerning the Messiah – thus, He is the Christ, the Son of God

3. OT sacrifices are types of Christ – John 1:29

4. Prophecies of the coming kingdom – Dan. 2:44; Isa. 2:1-4

D. The OT warns of disobedience—examples that we do not want to follow

1. 1 Cor. 10:1-11

2. Jude 5,7

3. Such examples in the OT—Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 10), Achan (Jos. 7), Uzzah (II Sam. 6), Uzziah (II Chr. 26)

E. The OT also gives us examples of righteous men and women we should imitate:

1. James 5:10

2. Hebrews chapter 11—some who lived "by faith"

3. In studying the OT we learn the necessity of faith plus obedience

F. Studying the OT helps us more fully understand the NT in a number of ways:

1. Jesus and NT writers often refer to persons or events from the OT.  If we do not know the OT, we cannot fully understand those NT verses which refer to it. For example:

a. Luke 17:32—"Remember Lot's wife."

b. Matt. 12:40-42—Jonah, queen of the south, Solomon

c. Jude 11—Cain (Gen. 4), Balaam (Num. 22-24), Korah (Num. 16)

2. Jesus, the apostles, and N.T. writers often quote OT verses

a. Peter quoted the prophets Joel and David on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2)

b. Matthew quoted Isaiah 7:14 and showed that Jesus was born of the predicted virgin – Matt. 1:20-23

3. The OT serves as a background for the NT:

a. When we study the life of Christ, we often read of Him attending feasts—the OT gives the background to the Jewish feasts in Leviticus 23

b. When we study the book of Hebrews we often read of priests, the high priest, and sacrifices—the book of Leviticus must be read as a background before we can fully understand Hebrews
G. Studying the OT gives us comfort and hope – Rom. l5:4

H. The OT reveals the true nature of the God of heaven

1. The God of the OT is the same as the God of the NT—Heb. 1:1-2; Mark 12:26-27 (cf. Mal. 3:6; Heb. 13:8)

2. We learn in the O.T. that God is:

a. All-powerful—Gen. 17:1; 18:14a
b. All-knowing and all-present—Psa.139:7-11

c. Loving—Deut. 7:7-8

d. A God of both goodness and severity—Rom. 11:22; cf. examples from Numbers
I. Studying the OT builds our faith in God and His Word

1. We learn that God is faithful—keeps His promises

2. The trustworthiness and accuracy of the Bible is seen in its statements regarding matters of science, history, geography, and fulfilled prophecy

J. It has been said that the OT is the NT concealed, and the NT is the OT revealed. For sure, we cannot take one and not accept the other – they go together!

IV. 12 Periods of Old Testament History

A. Before the flood (antediluvian)—from the creation to the flood.

B. After the flood (postdiluvian)—from the flood to the call of Abram.

C. Patriarchal—from the call of Abram to the death of Joseph.

D. Bondage and exodus—from the death of Joseph to the crossing of the Red Sea by Israel.

E. Wilderness wanderings—from the crossing of the Red Sea to the crossing of the Jordan River.

F. Conquest and possession—from the crossing of the Jordan River to the death of Joshua.

G. Judges—from the death of Joshua to the anointing of Saul as the 1st earthly king of Israel.

H. United kingdom –from the anointing of Saul as the first king to the death of Solomon.

I. Divided kingdom—from the death of Solomon (after which the kingdom divided) to the fall of the Northern Kingdom (taken captive by Assyria).

J. Judah alone—from the fall of the Northern Kingdom to the fall of the southern kingdom at the hands of Babylon.

K. Exile/Captivity in Babylon –from the fall of the southern kingdom to the decree of King Cyrus of Persia to allow the Jews to return to Canaan.

L. Restoration—from the decree of King Cyrus and subsequent first return of Jews to Jerusalem to the end of Nehemiah's work.

Suggestion: Use the face of a clock to memorize the above periods, with each hour representing a period of history; i.e. "5 o'clock"' would be “Wilderness Wanderings.”
V. Important Dates Connected With Israel’s History

	DATE
	EVENT
	WHERE RECORDED

	  1.
  1447 B.C.
	Moses led Israel out of Egypt
	Exodus 12

	  2.
  1407 B.C.
	Israel entered Canaan
	Joshua 3,4

	  3.
  1051 B.C.
	Saul became king
	l Samuel 10

	  4.
  1011 B.C.
	David became king
	2 Samuel 1

	  5.    971 B.C.
	Solomon became king
	l Kings 2

	  6.    967 B.C.
	Solomon began to build the temple
	1 Kings 6

	  7.    931 B.C.
	The kingdom divided
	l Kings 12

	  8.    722/721 B.C.
	Northern kingdom destroyed by Assyria
	2 Kings 17

	  9.
  606/605 B.C.
	1st group of Jews taken to Babylon
	2 Chronicles 36:5-7

	10.   598/597 B.C.
	2nd group of Jews taken to Babylon
	2 Kings 24:8-16

	11.   587/586 B.C.
	Destruction of Jerusalem & the temple by Babylonians
	2 Kings 25:8-21

	12.   536 B.C.
	Zerubbabel led 1st return of Jews to Palestine
	Ezra 2

	13.   516 B.C.
	Rebuilding of the temple was finished
	Ezra 6

	14.   458/457 B.C.
	Ezra led 2nd return of Jews to Palestine
	Ezra 7

	15.   445/444 B.C.
	Rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem under the leadership of Nehemiah
	Nehemiah 2

	16. 432 B.C.
	Nehemiah's 2nd return to Jerusalem
	Nehemiah 13


Note: It will be very beneficial to you to memorize all the information in sections “IV” and “V” above.

~~~~This material is adapted from a study written by Roger D. Campbell~~~~~

