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OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY
Handout # 1

Period #1 – BEFORE THE FLOOD, or ANTEDILUVIAN
1. Events included — from the creation to the flood.

2. Where we read about it in the Bible — Genesis 1-7 (7:11 records the beginning of the flood).

3. Important people: 

a) Adam & Eve

b) Cain, Abel, Seth – sons of Adam and Eve

c) Enoch – walked with God (5:22), never died (5:24), a prophet (Jude 14).

d) Methuselah – oldest man mentioned in history (969; 5:27).

e) Noah – a righteous man that walked with God (6:9); built an ark (6:14).

f) Ham, Shem, Japheth – sons of Noah (5:32).

4. Important place: Garden of Eden (2:8). Where was it located? A: In the region of the Tigris & Euphrates Rivers (2:13,14).

5. Important ideas and events recorded:

a) Creation of the universe in six days (ch. 1; Ex. 20:11).

b) 1:26,27 – God made man in His own image.

c) Instructions that God gave to Adam & Eve while they were still in the Garden of Eden:

· Be fruitful & multiply (1:28).

· Take care of the Garden of Eden (2:15).

· Freely eat of every tree of the garden – one exception: the tree of the knowledge of good & evil (2:16,17).

d) 2:18-25 – the beginning of marriage.

e) 3:1-7 – sin entered the world.

f) 3:15 – first promise of the Redeemer.

g) 4:1-5 – Cain & Abel's offerings to the Lord; Heb. 11:4; 1 John 3:12.

h) 5:24 – Enoch walked with God.

i) 6:5,13 – the great wickedness of mankind caused God to decide to destroy the world.

j) 6:14-22 – Noah built an ark according to the instructions/pattern that God gave him.

k) 7:11 – the flood began in the 600th year of Noah’s life. 

6. Important questions & lessons:

a) How did the universe & mankind get here? Cf. Psalm 33:6,9.

b) Why was a Redeemer needed (3:15)?

c) Was there a law of God for people who lived before the flood?

· Was there sin before the flood? (cf. 1 Tim. 2:14; Gen. 6:5,13; Rom. 4:15; 5:13)

d) How would you describe the first/earliest religion on the earth?

e) Why was there a flood?

f) Why build an ark?

Memory verse: 

Exodus 20:11 – “For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is”

II.  FACTS ABOUT THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

1. 39 books divided into 929 chapters.

2. Common divisions of these 39 books:

1) Law, Books of Moses, or Pentateuch--Genesis to Deuteronomy--5 books.

2) History--Joshua to Esther--12 books.

3) Literature or poetry--Job to Song of Solomon—5 books.

4) Prophets--Isaiah to Malachi--17 books.

3. Writers were guided by the Holy Spirit--2 Peter 1:20-21; Acts 1:16; II Sam. 23:2
III.  12 PERIODS OF OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY

1. Before the flood—from the creation to the flood.

2. After the flood—from the flood to the call of Abram.

3. Patriarchal—from the call of Abram to the death of Joseph.

4. Bondage & exodus—from the death of Joseph to the children of Israel crossing the Red Sea.

5. Wilderness wanderings—from the crossing of the Red Sea to the crossing of the Jordan River.

6. Conquest & possession—from the crossing of the Jordan River to the death of Joshua.

7. Judges—from the death of Joshua to the anointing of Saul as the first earthly king of Israel.

8. United kingdom –from the anointing of Saul as the first king to the death of Solomon.

9. Divided kingdom—from the death of Solomon (after which the kingdom divided) to the fall of the Northern Kingdom (taken captive by Assyria).

10. Judah alone—from the fall of the Northern Kingdom to the fall of the Southern Kingdom at the hands of Babylon.

11. Exile/Captivity in Babylon –from the fall of the Southern Kingdom to the decree of King Cyrus of Persia to allow the Jews to return to Canaan.

12. Restoration—from the decree of King Cyrus and subsequent first return of Jews to Jerusalem to the end of Nehemiah's work.

 Memory verse: 

Exodus 20:11 – “For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is”

