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OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY 

Handout # 10

Period #10 – “JUDAH ALONE”

1. Events included: from the destruction of the Northern Kingdom to the destruction of the Southern Kingdom (among God’s people, Israel had fallen, leaving only Judah, thus we call it “Judah Alone”).

2. Where we read about it in the Bible: 2 Kings 18-25; 2 Chronicles 29-36.

3. Important people: Nebuchadnezzar (king of Babylon), the last 8 kings of Judah (see handout #9 for their names) – the two best kings were Hezekiah and Josiah; the prophets Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah.

4. Important places: Jerusalem, Babylon

5. Important verses and events:

a) The fall of the Northern Kingdom to the Assyrians took place in 722 B.C. The fall of the Southern Kingdom at the hands of Babylon took place in 586 B.C. Thus, this period covers about 136 years.

b) Great reforms carried out by King Hezekiah (2 Chr. 29,30).

c) Great reforms carried out by King Josiah (2 Kings 22,23; 2 Chr. 34).

d) Time and again God sent His prophets during this period to call for Judah to repent, but she refused to turn back to Him (2 Chr. 36:14-16). In the end, this was Judah’s downfall.

e) In 605 B.C., the 1st group of Jews and vessels from the temple were taken to Babylon. Included in this group of captives was the prophet Daniel (2 Chr. 36:5-7; Dan.1:1-2,6).

f) In 597 B.C., the 2nd group of Jews was taken to Babylon. Included in this group of captives was the prophet Ezekiel (2 Kings 24:8-16; Ezekiel 1:1-2).

g) In 586 B.C., came the final destruction of Jerusalem and the temple. At this time a 3rd group of Jews was taken to Babylon (2 Kings 25:8-21).

h) After the destruction of Jerusalem, Judah became merely a province in the Babylonian Empire.

i) Jehovah had foretold through the prophet Jeremiah that the Jews would be in exile/captivity in Babylon for 70 years (Jer. 25:11-12; 29:10) – this would be 605-536 B.C.
Memory verse:

Jeremiah 29:11 – “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.”

