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OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY 

Handout # 11

Period #11 – “BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY,” or “BABYLONIAN EXILE”

1. Events included: from the destruction of the Southern Kingdom to the decree of Cyrus that allowed the Jews to return to their homeland.

2. Where we read about it in the Bible: 2 Kings 25:22-30; also portions of Jeremiah, Ezekiel, & Daniel
3. Important people: Nebuchadnezzar (king of Babylon), Cyrus, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, Azariah, Ezekiel, Jeremiah
4. Important places: Jerusalem, Babylon

5. Important verses and events:

a) The fall of the southern kingdom took place in 586 B.C. – the 1st group of Jews returned from Babylon to their homeland in about 536 B.C.  Thus, this period lasted about 50 years.
b) Note on the length of exile (or captivity):
· The total length of forced captivity in Babylon for the Jews was 70 years; Jeremiah had prophesied this (29:10; 25:11-12).

· Some Jews were taken into captivity in 606 B.C., some in 596 B.C., & some in 586 B.C.  Because Jerusalem & the temple were not destroyed until 586, we point to that date as the final fall of Judah & the end of the period that we call “Judah Alone.”  Others prefer to start the “Babylonian Captivity” period from the taking of the 1st group of captives in 606 B.C.

c) 3 prophets of Jehovah stand out during this period:
· Jeremiah preached in Judah.  Before Judah fell, he pleaded with her leaders to repent.  His warnings went unheeded and, as a result, Judah was crushed.  After Judah fell, he wrote a letter to captives in Babylon about their lives there (Jer. 29:1, 4-10).  Jeremiah suffered much simple because of his faithful preaching.

· Ezekiel lived & preached among the common Jews in the land of Babylon (Eze. 1:1-3).

· Daniel & 3 friends gained the favor of the king of Babylon & served in his government (Dan. 2:48-49).  Daniel predicted the establishment of the kingdom of God that would never be destroyed (Dan. 2:44).

d) Led by Cyrus, the Medes & Persians combined to overthrow Babylon ca. 538 B.C.  The new ruling empire was known as the Medo-Persian Empire.  Cyrus made a decree that allowed the Jews to return to their homeland (2 Chr. 36:22-23)
e) Ca. 536 B.C., King Cyrus gave a decree which allowed the Jews to return to their homeland (Ezra 1:1-4; 2 Chr. 36:22-23).
Memory verse:

Matthew 7:21 — “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.”
