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OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY 

Handout # 12

Period #12 – “RESTORATION”

1. Events included: from the decree of Cyrus that allowed the Jews to return to their homeland (c. 536 B.C.) to the end of the work of Nehemiah (about 430 B.C.). 

2. Where we read about it in the Bible: the books of Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, and portions of Daniel.

3. Important people: King Cyrus of Persia, Zerubbabel, Jeshua/Joshua, Ezra, Esther, Mordecai, Nehemiah, the prophets Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.

4. Important places: Persia, Jerusalem.

5. Important verses and events:

a) Led by Cyrus, the Medes and Persians defeated Babylon in c. 538 B.C. The new ruling empire is known in history as the Medo-Persian Empire. 

b) In c. 536 B.C., King Cyrus gave a decree which allowed the Jews to return to their homeland (Ezra 1:1-4; 2 Chr. 36: 22,23).

c) Isaiah had prophesied of Cyrus’ action before Cyrus was even born! (Isa. 44:28-45:1).

d) Jeremiah had prophesied that the Jews’ exile in Babylon would last 70 years, and then God would “visit” them and bring them back to their homeland (Jer. 29:10; 25:12).

e) In 536 B.C., Zerubbabel led the first return of the Jews from Babylon to Judah (Ezra 2). Jeshua/Joshua was high priest of the Jews at that time. Their major task was to rebuild the temple.

f) In 516/515 B.C., the temple was rebuilt in Jerusalem (Ezra 6:14-15). Encouragement to finish this project came from the prophets Haggai and Zechariah (Ezra 5:1; 6:14).

g) From 480-470 B.C., Esther was queen of Persia. She saved the Jews from destruction (Esther 2-9). Haman had received permission to exterminate the Jews, but his plan was overthrown and failed.

h) In 458/457 B.C., Ezra led a second group back to Jerusalem (Ezra 7:1-10). Ezra was a great scribe and priest (Ezra 7:10). He led the people in restoring the law and obedience to it.

i) In 445/444 B.C., under the leadership of Nehemiah, the Jews rebuilt the wall around Jerusalem (Neh. 2-6). The wall was completed after only 52 days of labor (Neh. 6:15). 

j) In 432 B.C., Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem, and at that time had to make great reforms, removing various corruptions that had developed among the Jews (Nehemiah 13).

k) The book of Malachi is probably closely connected to the late work of Nehemiah (430 B.C.). That means that from the writing of Malachi until the birth of the Christ was about 400 years.
Memory verse:

Ezra 7:10 – “For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments.”

