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OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY 

Handout # 2

Period #2 – “AFTER THE FLOOD”, or POSTDILUVIAN

1. Events included: from the flood to the call of Abram.

2. Where we read about it in the Bible: Genesis 8-11.

3. Important people: Noah and his three sons (Shem, Ham, Japheth).

4. Important places: 

a) Mountains of Ararat (8:4) – Where the ark landed after the flood.

b) Babel (ch.11) – It means “confusion.” It is the place where man tried to build a tower to heaven.

5. Important events:

a) When did Noah and his family leave the ark? A: When God told them to! (8:15,16,18). When was that? Year 601, month 2, day 27 of Noah’s life (8:13,14). They had entered the ark over one year before that – year 600, month 2 (7:11,4,10).

b) When Noah and his family left the ark, the first thing they did was sacrifice to the Lord (8:20).

c) What did God say about evil in a person’s heart? A: It is from his “youth” (8:21).

d) God gave special instructions to Noah & his family re: what to eat & shedding of blood (9:1-7).

e) God made a covenant with Noah's family: He would never again destroy the whole world with a flood (9:8-11). The rainbow serves as a reminder of God’s promise (9:12-13).

f) Noah sinned by getting drunk (9:21). 

g) Canaan, the son of Ham (and thus the grandson of Noah), was cursed (9:24-27). This was fulfilled later in history when the Canaanites (the descendants of Canaan) became the servants of the Israelites (the descendants of Seth) (Josh. 9:23,27; 1 Kings 9:20,21).

h) God confused the language of all the earth (11:9).

· The people tried to make a tower to heaven. Why? To make their name great (11:4).

· They also did not want to be scattered throughout the earth (11:4 vs. 9:1).

i) We are first introduced to Abram and Sarai (11:26,29), who left Ur to go to Canaan (11:31).

6. Important questions and lessons:

a) What is the significance of the rainbow?

b) How many people were in the new world? (1 Pet. 3:20). What religion did they follow?

c) Who are the Canaanites? Why did they serve Israel?

d) Why are there different languages?

e) Man quickly forgets God: after the flood, man again turned away from God.

f)     Noah was righteous, yet sinned – even the best men make mistakes, and the Bible records these.

Memory verse: 

1 Thess. 5:21-22 – Prove all things; hold fast that which is good; Abstain from all appearance of evil.

