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OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY 

Handout # 3

Period #3 – “PATRIARCHAL”

Note: Sometimes in talking about the history of mankind, we say there are 3 ages, the 1st one being called the “Patriarchal Age.” This is different than the 3rd period of OT history, the “Patriarchal Period.”

1. Events included: from the call of Abram to the death of Joseph.

2. Where we read about it in the Bible: Genesis 12-50 (Abram is 1st mentioned in 11:26).

3. Important people: 

a) Abraham (also called Abram) & his wife Sarah (also called Sarai)

b) Lot – nephew of Abraham

c) Isaac (son of Abraham & Sarah) & his wife Rebekah

d) Jacob (also called Israel) & his two wives, Leah & Rachel

e) Esau (also called Edom) – brother of Jacob

f) 12 sons of Jacob, from whom came the 12 tribes of Israel:  GIRLS JJZ BAND

g) Joseph – Jacob’s favorite son, later became 2nd in command in Egypt.

h) Judah – son of Jacob through whom Jesus came.

4. Important places: Ur, Haran, Canaan, Sodom and Gomorrah, Egypt.

5. Important verses & events:

a) Gen. 12:1-3,7; 22:18 – call & promises to Abram.

· Nation – Israel (Ex. 19:5-6).

· Land – Canaan (Jos. 21:43).

· Seed – Christ (Gal. 3:16).

b) Gen. 26:3-5 – Promises renewed to Isaac.

c) Gen. 28:13-15 – Promises renewed to Jacob.

d) Gen. 32:28 – Jacob’s name changed to “Israel” (1st time we read the word “Israel” in the Bible).

e) Gen. 37 – Joseph sold into slavery, ends up in Egypt. But the Lord was with him (Gen. 39:2,21).

f)     Jacob's entire family moved to Egypt (Gen. 46:27) – 70 in number at the time.

6. Important questions & lessons:

a) Who are “the Israelites?” A: The offspring/descendants of Jacob. 

b) What are the different meanings of “Israel” in the Bible?

c) Why does the O.T. emphasize the nation of Israel?

· Israel’s relationship to Abraham – Gen. 22:18; Neh. 9:7-8; Deut. 7:6-8.

· When Jesus the Christ was on the earth He was an Israelite (Matt. 1:1). God’s choice of one nation (Israel) from which He chose one virgin (Mary) to give birth to Jesus.

d) Why did Joseph the son of Jacob end up in Egypt? A: He was sent there by God to preserve the seed of Israel & the ancestors of the Messiah (Gen. 45:5-7; 50:20).

e) The Messiah or Peace-giver was to come from tribe of Judah (Gen. 49:10).

f) When Joseph died in Egypt, what were the conditions of the descendants of Israel there? A: Excellent.

Memory verse: 

Mark 7:7 – Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

