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OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY 

Handout # 4

Period #4 – “BONDAGE & EXODUS”

1. Events included: from the death of Joseph to the crossing of the Red Sea (Note: some say this period goes to the time that Israel received the law at Mt. Sinai, which was just a few months later).

2. Where we read about it in the Bible: Exodus 1-14.

3. Important people: Moses, Aaron, Miriam, Pharaoh.

a) 1st 40 years of Moses’ life – in Egypt, living as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.

b) 2nd 40 years of Moses’ life – fled to Midian, married Zipporah (2:21), shepherd in the wilderness.

c) 3rd 40 years of Moses’ life – returned to lead Israel out of Egypt, led them in the wilderness

4. Important places: Egypt, Midian, Horeb/Sinai, Red Sea.

5. Important verses and events:

a) There arose a new king that did not know Joseph (Ex. 1:8). Compare to conditions of Gen. 50.

b) Birth and early life of Moses; fleeing to Midian (Ex. 2).

c) God sent Moses to deliver Israel out of Egypt (Ex. 3:7-10). 

d) Pharaoh’s initial reaction to God’s charge to release His people (Ex. 5:1-2).

e) 10 plagues – water to blood (7:14-25); frogs (8:1-15); lice (8:16-19); flies (8:20-32); grievous murrain (9:1-7); boils (9:8-12); hail (9:13-35); locusts (10:1-20); darkness (10:21-29); death of the firstborn (11:1-12:36).

f) Institution of the “Passover” – when and why – Ex. 12:3-17.

g) Crossing of the Red Sea (Ex. 14); song of victory beginning in Ex. 15:1.

6. Important questions and lessons:

a) Why did the Israelites serve as slaves? A: Ex. 1:7-11.

b) Why did God choose Moses to lead them out? A: He was the man for the job.

c) What kind of excuses did Moses give for not going to lead them out?  A: Ex. 3:11,13; 4:1,10.

d) What was the purpose of the plagues? A: Ex.9:13-16; 7:5; 12:12.

e) How is the crossing of the Red Sea related to the way in which we are saved today? A: Need to accept the authority of the leader, freedom from slavery, water as the “dividing line,” joy afterwards.

f) Why did God want the Israelites to leave Egypt: why not just let them stay there? A: He must fulfill the land promise that He originally made to Abraham (Gen. 12:7; 13:15; Ex. 2:23-25).
Memory verse: 

John 4:24 – “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”

