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OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY 

Handout # 5

Period #5 – “WILDERNESS WANDERINGS”

1. Events included: the crossing of the Red Sea to the crossing of the Jordan River & entrance into Canaan
2. Where we read about it in the Bible: Exodus 15-40, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua 1,2
3. Important people: Moses, Aaron, Miriam, Aaron's sons (Ex. 6:23), Joshua, Caleb
4. Important places: Mt. Sinai, Kadesh-Barnea (12 spies sent), wilderness, Mt. Nebo (Moses saw Canaan)
5. Important verses and events:

a) Israel’s stay at Mt. Sinai/Horeb – stayed there almost 1 year (Ex. 19:1; Num. 10:11-12)
b) Important events that took place at Mt. Sinai:

· Law of Moses given to the nation of Israel (Ex. 20; Deut. 5:1-5,15)
· Worshipped a golden calf (Ex. 32)
· Tabernacle constructed (Ex. 40:17)
· Death of Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron (Lev. 10:1-2)
· Numbering of Israel’s men of war (Num. 1:1-3,46 – total of 603,550 soldiers)
c) Sending of 12 spies to Canaan (Num. 13,14). Q: Why wander for 40 years?  A: Num. 14:26-34
d) Moses’ sin in striking the rock (Num. 20, especially verses 12 and 24)
e) Constant murmuring against God, Moses & Aaron in the wilderness (Numbers: book of murmuring)

· Korah’s rebellion (Num. 16:1-3,11)
· Brazen serpent (Num. 21:4-9; John 3:14-15)
f) Num. 21-25 – Israel conquered kingdoms east of Jordan River

g) Deut. 34 – death of Moses
6. Important questions and lessons:

a) Why was the law given?  (Rom. 3:20; Gal. 3:19-24)
b) What about Gentiles during this time? Were they accountable? Did they have a law to follow? 

c) Why did the Israelites wander so long?

d) How many of the men numbered at Sinai survived the 40 years in the wilderness? (Num. 26:63-65)
e) How many times were the soldiers numbered? A: Twice – once at Sinai (Num. 1), once east of Jordan (Num. 26)
f) Why didn't Moses get to enter Canaan? (Num. 20:12,24; 27:14)
g) How do you explain the unfaithfulness of Israel in the wilderness?  Heb. 3:19-4:2; Psa. 78:21-22
h) God's demands for holy living in the book of Leviticus (Lev. 11:44)
i) God's care for Israel during the wilderness period: manna and quail, clothes did not wear out

Memory verse: 

Titus 2:11 – “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men.”

