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OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY 

Handout # 6

Period #6 – “CONQUEST & POSSESSION”

1. Events included: from Israel’s crossing of the Jordan River to the death of Joshua.

2. Where we read about it in the Bible: Joshua 3-24.

3. Important people: Joshua, Caleb, Rahab, Achan, Eleazar.

4. Important places: Jordan River, Jericho, Ai, Shiloh (Josh.18:1), cities of refuge.
5. Important verses and events:

a) Josh. 1:6-9 – God encourages the new leader, Joshua.

b) Josh. 2 – Rahab hid 2 spies (Heb. 11:31; Jas. 2:25)

c) Josh. 3,4 – The crossing of the Jordan River on dry land in year 41, month 1, day 10 (4:19).

d) Josh.6 – Israel conquered Jericho (Heb.11:30).

e) Josh. 7 – Achan stoned to death.

f) Conquering of Canaan and slaying of the inhabitants – why? (cf. Gen. 15:16; Deut. 7:2-6).

g) The land was divided among the tribes of Israel (divided by lot) (Josh. 13:1-19:51).

h) Josh. 20 – Cities of refuge given for the protection of those that accidentally killed others.

i) Josh. 23-24 – Joshua's farewell messages. Note especially Joshua 24:15 – “Choose you this day…”
j) Josh. 24 – Death of Joshua and Eleazar.

6. Important questions and lessons:

a) What happened to Israel after Moses died? Who took his place? How had this man been prepared?

b) Was Canaan a gift from God to Israel? Did the Israelites have to do anything to obtain it? (Josh.1:2; 6:2; Heb.11:30).

c) Why did God command Israel to wipe out all the nations of Canaan?  (Gen. 15:16; Deut. 7:2-6)
d) Did God fulfill His land promise to Abraham? Yes, as shown by Joshua 21:43 and 23:14.

Memory verse: 

Romans 10:17 – “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

