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OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY 

Handout # 7

Period #7 – “JUDGES”

1. Events included: from the death of Joshua to the anointing of Saul as the first king in Israel.

2. Where we read about it in the Bible: Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel 1-9.

3. Important people: 

a) The judges: Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah, Gideon, Abimelech(?), Tola, Jair, Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, Samson, Eli, Samuel.

b) Hannah – Samuel’s mother.

c) Naomi – Ruth’s mother-in-law.

d) Ruth – Moabitess; after her 1st husband died, moved to Bethlehem with Naomi & married Boaz 

4. Important places: the tabernacle at Shiloh, Philistia (SW part of Canaan, along the Great Sea).

5. Important verses and events:

a) Judges 17:6; 21:25 – This period of history has been called the “dark ages” of O.T. history.

b) Judges 2:6-10 – the influence of Joshua.

c) Judges 2:14-23 – four-fold cycle during this period: (1) rebellion against God, (2) punishment, (3) repentance, then (4) deliverance by a judge and rest/peace in the land.

d) Some of the more famous and faithful men from this period are noted in Hebrews 11:32 – Gideon (army of 300), Barak (Deborah’s helper), Samson (the strong one), Jephthah (foolish vow), and Samuel (a judge, prophet, and priest). He was a “man of transition,” leading Israel from the period of judges into the period of the United Kingdom, which began when Samuel anointed Saul. 

e) 1 Samuel 8 – the people of Israel desired a king so they could be like all the other nations round about them – this is a key chapter in O.T. history.

6. Important questions and lessons:

a) When men do what is right in their own eyes, sooner or later they will go astray – Jud.17:6; Jer.10:23.

b) Why did God raise up judges? What did they do? (Jud. 2:14-19).

c) Some of the judges were wicked or corrupt – why would the Lord choose such people?

d) The Israelites constantly forgot Jehovah: thus, punishment came from Him; yet, when they repented, He delivered them via a judge. What lessons should we see in this?

e) In this period of history, there are many strong women who helped influence the nation, including Deborah, Samson's mother, Naomi, Ruth, and Hannah.

f) Why did God establish an earthly kingdom?  Was it a mistake for Israel to request an earthly king?
Memory verse: 

Judges 21:25 – “In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes.”

