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OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY 

Handout # 9

Period #9 – “DIVIDED KINGDOM”

1. Events included: from the death of Solomon to the destruction of the Northern Kingdom by Assyria.

2. Where we read about it in the Bible: 1 Kings 12-22; 2 Kings 1-17; 2 Chronicles 10-28.

3. Important people: 19 evil kings of the Northern Kingdom, the first 12 kings of Judah (through Hezekiah), the prophets Elijah & Elisha.

4. Important places: Jerusalem, Samaria (capital of the Northern Kingdom), Dan & Bethel (golden calves were placed at these two places).

5. Important verses & events:

a) The Divided Kingdom lasted from 931 B.C. until 722 B.C. – a period of approximately 210 years.

b) After Solomon died, the nation of Israel soon divided into two kingdoms.

· The Northern Kingdom was called “Israel.” Its first king was Jeroboam. 

(1) Jeroboam established a corrupt worship by setting up golden calves in Dan & Bethel (1 Kings 12:25-33).

(2) Ten of the tribes went with Jeroboam & the Northern Kingdom.

(3) In all, there were 19 kings in the history of the Northern Kingdom – all were wicked.

· The Southern Kingdom was called “Judah.” Its first king was Rehoboam, Solomon’s son.

(1) Only two tribes made up the Southern Kingdom – Judah & Benjamin.

(2) In all, there were 19 kings in Judah’s history – some were good, some were evil.

(3) All kings in the Southern Kingdom were descendants of David &, thus, from the tribe of Judah.

(4) During this period, the most faithful kings of Judah included Asa (king #3), Jehoshaphat (king #4), & Hezekiah (king #12).

	   ISRAEL (North)

1. Jeroboam (22)

2. Nadab (2)

3. Baasha(24)

4. Elah (2)

5. Zimri (7 days)

6. Omri (12)

7. Ahab (22)

8. Ahaziah (2)

9. Jehoram (12)
	10. Jehu (28)

11. Jehoahaz (17)

12. Joash (16)

13. Jeroboam (41)

14. Zechariah (6 mo.)

15. Shallum (1 mo.)

16. Menahem (10)

17. Pekahiah (2)

18. Pekah (20)

19. Hoshea (9)
	     JUDAH (South)
1. Rehoboam (17)

2. Abijam (3) 

3. Asa (41)

4. Jehoshaphat (25)

5. Jehoram (8)

6. Ahaziah (1)

- Athaliah (6)

7. Joash (40)

8. Amaziah (29)

9. Azariah = Uzziah (52)
	10. Jotham (16)

11. Ahaz (16)

12. Hezekiah (29)

13. Manasseh (55)

14. Amon (2)

15. Josiah (31)

16. Jehoahaz (3 mo.)

17. Jehoiakim (11)

18. Jehoiachin = Jeconiah = Coniah (3 mo.)

19. Zedekiah (11)


c) During the reign of Ahab, Elijah confronted 450 false prophets at Mt. Carmel (1 Kings 18:17-40). 

d) Elijah & Elisha did great miracles during this period, including raising the dead (1 Kgs. 17; 2 Kgs. 4).

e) In B.C. 722, after God had given the Northern Kingdom many opportunities to repent & turn back to Him, He used Assyria to destroy it due to Israel's rebellion against Him (2 Kings 17:5-23).

f) Prophetic books connected with the period of the Divided Kingdom include Joel, Jonah, Amos, Isaiah, Hosea, & Micah.

Memory verse: 

2 Corinthians 5:17 – “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”

